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Most cervid raisers want larger antlers as the hunter pays more for the larger antlers. Many producers have their “secret” recipe for making larger antlers. As you read this article remember the words of Dr. Scott Bugli “large antlers start with the basics of genetics, nutrition, and management”. I agree wholeheartedly. You must have the basics done before you try to make any fine tuning. Also while fine tuning may increase antler score, it may have other negative affects.


These fine tuning ideas are for typical antlers, while they may work for atypical antlers, I believe in chasing typical antlers. The question is just how big do we need atypical antlers to get? Do we really need a 500 inch white tail, or a 600 inch elk? As one chases size, what other problems come along? Will we lose hunter respect if we go too far?

Feeding Rates


If you have good genetics, a proper ration, and good management, feeding 3 to 6 times per day can increase antler size. This occurs because the animal will eat more. Thus allowing more nutrients (protein and mineral) to reach the antler. The negative for increased feedings is the animal does not need more energy, and may become over fat.

Tasco®

Tasco® is made off pure Ascophyllum nodosum, a specific species of seaweed, harvested from the North Atlantic waters, off the East Coast of Canada.  It contains some prostaglandin 2 which causes vasodilatation of the blood vessels. Tasco® is fed mainly to dairy cows and to beef cows on fescue pasture. In these cows Tasco® increases blood flow to the surface areas. This cools the animal and reduces heat stress. The feeding level is 1.5 grams of Tasco® per 100 pounds of body weight.
Increasing blood flow to the antler increases nutrients to the antler and causes an increase in diameter and length as shown in Picture 1. The antler on the right side has more diameter. However it also has a weaker beam. Notice the increase in pithy material in the antler core. This can lead to more broken tines, which defeats the purpose of increasing antler size.
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A note for females: if an increased body core temperature is noted while doing AI, Tasco® could be fed for two weeks prior to breeding to help reduce body temperature. This may help increase pregnancy rates.


Biolite

Biolite is the brand name of a zeolite mined in New Mexico. It does not increase antler size per say. It does increase the density of the antler and reduces broken tines. It also ties up the entophyte in fescue and allows the animals to produce normally, even with the inhibition of the toxin.

Trace Minerals

I normally include trace minerals in the nutrition package, but as most cervids are low in trace minerals I bring it up to remind the producer.  Albion trace minerals are chelated to glycine and are absorbed as amino acids and do not compete with other minerals for absorption sites. Also these trace minerals have a patent for increasing sperm production. It is unknown of this will increase testosterone production in cervids, but should do no harm.

Reducing Stress

Any kind of stress reduces antler size in the following year. Some producers report an increased antler size, the next year, if the male is not put in the breeding herd. There is not evidence this works for more than one year. Moving an animal a long distance can reduce the antler size the next year. 
Injections and Implants

These require an extra label permit from your veterinarian, and he should not give it to you. Most injections require injecting 3 times per week for 3 to 4 months. If they do work, the stress of handling usually offsets the benefits. Using implants (anabolic or Zenerol) increase testosterone and may cause a short time increase in antler size, but the long term effect is like castrating the animal. You get small fuzzy antlers in the future. It takes 2 to 3 years for the animal to recover. I can not recommend these practices because of the negative effect on the animal’s health.

Other

This is where you get to comment on what practices you think help increase antler size. Please send your comments to this magazine. Also send any questions you would like addressed in future issues.
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Picture 1: Increase in diameter and length of antlers in cervids fed Tasco®








